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HOSPITAL  SUNDAY.” 


(FROM  “THE  LANCET.”) 


6th  November,  1869.) 

On  the  last  Sunday  in  the  month  of  October  since 
1859  it  has  been  the  custom  to  make  collections  in  all  the 
churches  and  chapels  in  Birmingham,  on  behalf  of  its 
hospitals  and  dispensaries.  The  merit  of  suggesting  the  idea 
has  several  claimants  ;  but  the  Rev.  Dr.  Miller,  the  present 
Rector  of  Greenwich,  is  entitled  to  grateful  remembrance  for 
having  organized  the  scheme,  and  most  powerfully  assisted  in 
carrying  it  out.  A  triennial  order  of  rotation  amongst  the 
charities  for  receiving  the  proceeds  of  the  collections  has  been 
established,  thus  :  1st,  the  General  Hospital  ;  2nd,  the 
Queen’s  Hospital  ;  3rd,  a  group  of  minor  charities,  amongst 
which  the  principal  are — the  Children’s  Hospital,  the  Eye 
Hospital,  the  General  Dispensary,  and  the  Lying-in  Charity. 


4 


In  ten  years,  1859  to  1868,  inclusive,  the  collections  on  Bir¬ 
mingham  “  Hospital  Sunday”  have  produced  <£37,631.  19s.  5d. 

13th  November,  1869. 

The  success  which  has  attended  the  institution  of  an 
“  Hospital  Sunday,”  at  Birmingham,  should  encourage  other 
towns  to  follow  so  excellent  an  example.  For  our  own 
parts  we  should  like  to  see  the  custom  adopted  universally 
throughout  the  kingdom,  of  setting  apart  one  Sunday  in  the 
year  for  a  recognition  in  every  Christian  place  of  worship 
of  the  claims  of  local  medical  charities. 

4th  December,  1869. 

We  very  earnestly  hope  that  the  suggestion  we  lately 
made,  that  the  institution  of  an  u  Hospital  Sunday”  on  a 
national  scale  should  be  attempted,  will  not  prove  to  have 
been  sown  on  stony  ground,  like  some  of  the  seed  in  the 
parable,  but  rather  that  it  may  have  fallen  where  it  will 
fructify  and  bring  forth  fruit  a  hundredfold.  We  start  from 
the  fact  that  in  one  provincial  town,  Birmingham,  it  has  been 
found  practicable  to  bring  about  the  co-operation  of  the  clergy 
of  all  denominations  in  setting  apart  one  Sunday  in  each  of 
the  past  eleven  years  for  collections  in  all  the  churches  and 
chapels  of  the  town,  on  behalf  of  its  medical  charities.  The 
average  annual  amount  so  collected  has  been  close  on  £4,000 ; 
and  the  principle  of  distribution  has  been  to  aportion  the 
proceeds  one  year  to  one  large  hospital,  the  next  year  to  the 
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other  large  hospital,  and  the  third  year  to  divide  them 
amongst  the  smaller  medical  charities.  Now  it  appears  to  us 
that  if  this  can  be  done  in  Birmingham,  it  is  possible  also  to 
be  accomplished  in  London,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  every¬ 
where  throughout  the  kingdom.  It  was,  we  believe,  the 
custom  until  within  the  last  few  years,  for  the  Sovereign,  in 
her  capacity  of  head  of  the  Established  Church,  to  issue  an 
annual  letter  to  be  read  in  every  parish  church,  commending 
the  claims  of  certain  religious  societies  to  the  support  of  the 
congregations.  We  hardly  think  it  necessary  to  invoke  so 
powerful  an  influence  as  that  of  the  Queen  for  the  institution 
of  an  “  Hospital  Sunday,”  though  there  are  more  improbable 
things  than  that  her  Majesty  would  willingly  lend  her 
sanction  to  a  work  so  consonant  with  her  well-known  sym¬ 
pathy  with  all  measures  tending  to  alleviate  distress  and 
suffering  amongst  her  subjects.  We  prefer  first  to  appeal  to 
the  Church  itself,  and  to  suggest  that  the  Archbishops  and 
Bishops  should  take  counsel  together  upon  this  matter,  and 
use  their  utmost  endeavours  in  their  several  dioceses  to 
establish  an  “'Hospital  Sunday”  as  one  of  the  permanent 
institutions  of  the  kingdom.  We  are  bold  to  say  that,  if  the 
Church  of  England  will  take  the  lead,  it  will  be  followed  with 
alacrity  by  the  dissenting  community,  who  are  always  ready 
to  prove  by  their  action  that,  upon  the  common  ground  of 
Christian  charity,  they  are  willing  to  meet  their  brethren 
of  the  Establishment  in  friendly  and  emulous  co-operation. 
The  moral  effect  of  a  whole  nation  uniting  together  for  the 
public  recognition  of  the  claims  which  the  sickness  and  suffer- 
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ing  of  those  who  are  not  able  to  pay  for  the  medical  treatment 
and  care  necessary  for  their  restoration  to  health  have  npon 
those  whose  means  are  sufficient  for  their  own  and  others’ 
needs,  would  be  undoubtedly  great.  And  the  practical  result 
would  be,  that  in  enabling  our  medical  charities  to  maintain 
and  extend  the  sphere  of  their  operations  by  the  additional 
support  they  would  derive  from  the  “  Hospital  Sunday”  col¬ 
lections,  numbers  of  persons  would  be  prevented  from  becom¬ 
ing  permanently  chargeable  on  the  poor  rates,  and  thus  the 
tide  of  advancing  pauperism  would  have  at  least  one  of  its 
sources  dried  up. 

22nd  January,  1870. 

We  have  some  reason  to  hope  that,  although  our  sugges¬ 
tion  for  a  national  “  Hospital  Sunday  ”  may  possibly  not  be 
carried  out  at  present,  on  the  complete  scale  we  desire,  yet,  in 
many  of  our  large  towns,  it  will  be  very  generally  acted  upon. 
The  practice  of  making  collections  in  churches  for  hospitals 
and  other  medical  charities  is,  and  has  long  been,  common 
enough.  But  such  efforts  have,  except  in  the  notable  instance 
of  Birmingham,  been  almost  entirely  of  a  partial  character, 
from  the  fact  that  they  have  been  rather  the  results  of 
spasmodic  and  uncertain  promptings  than  of  any  recognized 
principle  of  action.  In  Birmingham  a  plan  thoroughly 
systematized,  and  of  general  application,  has  been  in  operation 
for  eleven  years ;  all  the  congregations  co-operate  in  the  good 
work,  and  all  the  medical  charities  of  the  town  participate  in 
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the  benefits  accruing.  In  Leeds  £1,214  were  raised  by 
Sunday  collections  last  year,  but  of  that  sum  two-thirds  were 
given  to  the  Infirmary,  and  one-third  to  the  Dispensary, 
leaving  nothing  for  the  other  institutions  of  the  town.  We 
observe  that  just  subsequent  to  the  appearance  of  our  former 
article  on  this  subject,  a  meeting  of  the  ministers  of  all 
denominations  in  Leeds  was  held  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  setting  apart  one  Sunday  in  the  year,  so  that  the  collections 
may  be  made  as  nearly  as  possible  simultaneously.  The 
Vicar  of  Leeds  advanced  a  reason  for  fixing  a  particular  date 
which  will,  no  doubt,  have  weight  with  officiating  ministers. 
He  said  that  “there  was  a  great  advantage  in  making  the 
collection  upon  a  day  agreed  to,  as  the  minister  was  thus 
relieved  from  the  burden  of  a  coming  collection,  the  date  of 
which  might  be  regulated  or  postponed  by  many  circumstances, 
— by  the  absence  or  presence  of  some  influential  person,  and 
by  other  reasons  of  a  similar  nature.”  He  thought,  also,  “that 
greater  moral  weight  would  attach  to  an  appeal  to  the  public 
generally  if  the  subject  were  brought  under  notice  in  all  the 
places  of  worship  in  Leeds  on  the  same  day.”  The  second 
Sunday  in  February  has  been  determined  on  to  be  in  future 
“  Hospital  Sunday  ”  in  Leeds  ;  but  we  take  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  to  the  Leeds  committee  that  the  precedent  of 
Birmingham  should  be  followed,  and  that  to  every  medical 
charity  in  the  town  should  be  apportioned  a  share  of  the  day’s 
contributions. 

For  the  guidance  of  those  who  may  be  contemplating  a 
similar  effort  in  other  places,  we  have  ascertained  that  the 
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following  is  an  outline  of  the  modus  operandi  which  has  been 
found  to  work  so  satisfactorily  in  Birmingham. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  ministers  of  religion  attached  to 
places  of  worship  of  all  denominations,  and  of  selected  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  laity,  is  summoned  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall, 
in  February,  to  appoint  a  committee,  chairman,  honorary 
secretaries,  treasurer,  and  secretary  for  the  ensuing  year.  At 
this  meeting  each  minister  having  the  care  of  a  church  or 
chapel  has  the  privilege  of  admitting  four  gentlemen,  who  are 
parochial  or  congregational  officers  or  other  lay  friends. 
The  collections  are  made  every  year,  on  the  last  Sunday 
in  October,  and  the  proceeds  are  given,  in  rotation,  to  the 
General  Hospital,  the  Queen’s  Hospital,  and  to  the  following 
group  of  amalgamated  charities,  the  committee  apportioning 
the  share  which  each  of  these  charities  is  to  receive  according 
to  its  work  : — General  Dispensary,  Lying-in  Hospital,  Eye 
Hospital,  Children’s  Hospital,  Blind  and  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Institutions,  Homoeopathic  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  Ortho- 
poedic  Institution,  Ear  Infirmary,  and  Dental  Dispensary.  We 
have  before  us  a  list  of  at  least  a  hundred  and  fifty  different 
places  of  worship  in  Birmingham  and  its  neighbourhood,  from 
which  contributions  were  received  on  last  “  Hospital  Sunday,” 
and  the  amounts  range  from  <£224,  collected  at  the  parish 
church  at  St.  Martin’s,  to  8s.  and  7d.  at  a  small  Metho¬ 
dist  chapel.  In  this  list  every  denomination  or  sect  which 
exists  in  this  country  is  represented  ;  all  unite  in  demonstrating 
that,  in  the  sacred  cause  of  charity,  distinctions  of  creed  lose 
their  disintegrating  character.  The  Committee  numbers, 
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altogether,  about  forty,  of  whom  half  appear  to  be  lay 
members  ;  and  we  are  informed,  upon  good  authority,  that 
no  hitch  or  misunderstanding  has  once  occurred  during  the 
eleven  years  in  which  “  Hospital  Sunday”  has  been,  what 
it  may  in  the  best  sense  of  the  expression  be  called,  a  truly 
catholic  institution  in  Birmingham. 

There  were,  at  the  census  of  1851,  about  34,500  places 
of  religious  worship  in  England  and  Wales ;  and,  if  the 
provision  for  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  people  has  kept  pace 
with  the  growth  of  the  population,  it  is  probable  that  the 
number  of  congregations  now  exeeeds  40,000.  If  we  might 
suppose  that  these  congregations  would  support  “  Hospital 
Sunday”  in  a  corresponding  degree  per  head  of  population 
with  what  has  been  observed  this  year  in  Birmingham,  the 
aggregate  collections  for  the  whole  country  would  not  be  less, 
probably,  than  £260,000 — possibly  the  total  would  be  even 
larger,  and  we  are  distinctly  of  opinion  that,  if  a  really  serious 
effort  were  made  in  the  direction  already  pointed  out  by 
us,  a  very  considerable  portion,  at  any  rate,  of  this  large  sum 
might  be  secured  annually  for  the  support  of  the  institutions 
which  minister  relief  to  sickness  and  infirmity. 

For  all  the  larger  towns  possessing  one  or  many  institu¬ 
tions  of  this  kind  proposed  to  be  benefited,  the  example  of 
Birmingham  supplies,  at  once,  a  method  of  action.  But  for 
small  country  towns  and  rural  parishes,  in  which  there  is 
neither  hospital,  dispensary,  or  anything  of  the  sort,  we  advise 
that  the  collections  should  go,  in  part,  to  the  nearest  of  those 
institutions  from  which  any  benefit  is  derived  in  the  contri- 
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buting  town  or  parish,  and  that  a  portion  should  be  given  to 
those  institutions  which  are  common  to  each  county — the 
County  Hospital  for  example. 

5th  February,  1870. 

At  Chester  the  new  Board  of  Management  of  the  local 
Infirmary  held  its  first  meeting  on  Tuesday,  and  passed  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  clergy  of  the  city  should  be 
solicited  to  appropriate  a  Sunday  in  the  month  of  J une,  when 
a  collection  should  be  simultaneously  made  in  their  respective 
churches,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Infirmary.  “  The  Sunday,” 
says  the  Chester  C our  ant,  “  set  apart  for  the  collection,  may  be 
designated  as  in  some  other  towns  in  England,  as  ‘  Infirmary 
Sunday. ?  ”  Chester  shows  an  example,  which  more  commer¬ 
cial  and  ambitious  towns  would  do  well  to  follow. 

The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  has  taken  exception  to  our  sugges¬ 
tion,  that  the  -Birmingham  plan  of  giving  all  the  medical 
charities  of  the  town  a  participation  in  the  benefits  accruing 
from  the  collections  on  “ Hospital  Sunday,”  should  be  followed. 
Our  contemporary  prefers  the  Leeds  plan  of  confining  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  to  one  or  two  institutions  of  good 
reputation  and  undoubted  usefulness.  We  need  hardly  say  that 
we  are  fully  alive  to  the  existence  of  many  so-called  medical 
charities  which  are  in  themselves  very  little,  if  at  all,  entitled 
to  public  support;  and  we,  of  course,  would  gladly  see  all 
such,  left  out  of  consideration  in  our  “  Hospital  Sunday” 
scheme.  But  the  question,  to  our  mind,  has  been — whether 
the  remarkable  success  attending  the  Birmingham  plan  of 
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making  no  distinction  whatever  as  to  the  class  of  recipients, 
beyond  apportioning  the  share  to  each  institution,  strictly  in 
accordance  with  its  usefulness,  could  be  reasonably  hoped  for 
on  any  plan  of  arbitrary  selection.  We  have  no  exact  data  at 
hand,  but  our  impression  is  that  collections  for  one  special 
hospital  or  infirmary,  which  are  made  in  numbers  of  places 
year  after  year,  yield  less  satisfactory  results  in  the  way  of 
maintaining  an  average  product  than  the  example  of  Birming¬ 
ham  affords.  Be  that  as  it  may,  however,  the  essence  of  our 
suggestion  is,  that  a  competent  committee  should  in  all  cases 
be  appointed,  to  whose  discretion  the  division  of  the  proceeds 
of  collections  would  be  entirely  confided.  If  the  committee 
has  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  character  of  any  insti¬ 
tution  claiming  a  share  of  the  funds,  it  should,  in  our  judg¬ 
ment,  have  absolute  authority  to  disallow  the  claim.  But,  as 
a  general  principle,  it  seems  to  us  that,  if  the  collections  are 
to  be  universal,  the  objects  to  be  benefited  by  them  must,  as  a 
rule,  be  general,  and  not  special,  in  their  character. 


5th  March,  1870. 

We  are  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Henry  Barnes,  of  Carlisle, 
for  the  information  he  has  given  us  relative  to  the  institution 
of  “  Hospital  Sunday”  in  Carlisle,  showing,  as  it  does,  how 
much  can  be  done  by  one  able  and  energetic  man  in  promoting 
a  good  work,  if  he  sets  his  mind  to  it.  Dr.  Barnes  induced 
the  local  journals  to  reproduce  in  their  columns  our  article  on 
the  subject,  of  the  4th  December,  and  to  advocate  the  scheme 
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for  Carlisle,  he  himself  having  previously  urged  the  governors 
of  the  City  Fever  Hospital  to  take  the  matter  up.  In  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Mayor,  Dr.  Barnes  next  proceeded  to  call 
upon  every  clergyman  and  minister  in  the  city  and  neighbour¬ 
hood,  whose  promise  of  co-operation  was  very  generally  given, 
the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  and  other  influential  persons  being 
also  favourable  to  the  movement ;  and  a  public  meeting  will 
shortly  be  held  to  appoint  a  working  committee,  and  to  decide 
upon  which  Sunday  in  the  year  will  be  most  suitable  for  the 
object  in  view.  The  charities  named  for  participation  in  the 
distribution  of  funds  are  the  City  Infirmary,  the  Dispen¬ 
sary,  the  Fever  Hospital,  and  the  Cumberland  and  Westmore¬ 
land  Convalescent  Institution  at  Silloth.  “  Hospital  Sunday,” 
then,  bids  fair  to  become  an  accomplished  fact  in  Carlisle, 
thanks  especially  to  the  praiseworthy  exertions  of  Dr.  Henry 
Barnes. 

In  Bristol  the  General  Hospital  and  Boyal  Infirmary 
have  participated  every  year  since  1861  in  congregational 
collections  made  for  those  two  institutions  on  the  second 
Sunday  in  January.  The  proceeds  in  1868  were  <£712,  and 
last  year  they  were  augmented  to  nearly  £1,100,  a  substantial 
increase  which,  however,  does  not  bring  the  amount  up  to  the 
Birmingham  standard.  This  fact  tends  to  confirm  the  opinion 
we  have  before  had  occasion  to  express,  that  the  principle  of  a 
general  distribution  of  the  funds  is  the  one  most  calculated  to 
promote  universality  in  the  contributions. 

The  secretary  of  the  Bristol  Infirmary  has  communi¬ 
cated  to  us  some  facts  which  show  how  immensely  superior 
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are  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  united  effort  as  com¬ 
pared  with  any  isolated  endeavour  to  induce  charitable  persons 
bo  contribute  towards  the  support  of  public  institutions.  In 
the  year  1855  the  Infirmary  received,  as  the  proceeds  of  col¬ 
lections  at  places  of  worship,  the  sum  of  £9.  13s.  6d. ;  in 
1857  the  amount  was  £60;  while,  under  the  system  of 
simultaneous  collections,  its  share  in  1861  was  £675,  and 
£620  in  1869.  “I  observe,”  the  secretary  says,  “from  the 
character  of  the  coins  received,  that  it  brings  in  the  half- 
crowns,  shillings,  and  sixpences,  which  the  donors  would  not 
think  it  worth  while  making  a  special  visit  to  the  charities  to 
present.” 

Correspondents  have  obligingly  enabled  us  to  state  that 
“  Hospital  Sunday,”  in  a  restricted  sense,  is  observed  at 
Kidderminster  for  the  Infirmary,  at  Lowestoft  for  the  Infirm¬ 
ary,  at  Sunderland  for  the  Infirmary,  and  at  Belfast  for  the 
General  Hospital. 

We  venture  to  urge  that  what  has  been  found  to  work  so 
well  wherever  it  has  been  tried,  even  on  the  smallest  scale  and 
with  a  limited  application,  would  yield  commensurate  results 
if  it  were  tried  on  the  comprehensive  basis  we  have  previously 
suggested.  Surely  London  will  not  consent  to  be  beaten  in  a 
charitable  work  by  its  small  er  sister-cities  and  towns,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Bristol,  and  Carlisle. 

12th  xvIarch,  1870. 

It  will  be  readily  understood  with  what  great  satisfaction 
we  record  the  fact  that  in  the  third  largest  city  of  the  kingdom 
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“Hospital  Sunday”  has  been  inaugurated  with  a  success 
leaving  little  to  be  desired.  Manchester  and  Salford,  (to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  much  one  city  as  London  north  and 
south  of  the  Thames  is  one,)  has  thrown  itself  with  true 
Lancastrian  energy  into  the  van  of  the  movement  that,  once 
set  on  foot,  only  needs  the  impetus  of  a  few  influential 
examples  to  develop  itself  into  the  national  one  which  it  has 
been  our  object  to  initiate. 

The  arrangements  for  starting  the  plan  in  Manchester 
were  made  so  quickly  as  to  take  many  persons  by  surprise ; 
nevertheless  we  learn  that  the  committee,  of  which  the  Mayor 
of  Manchester  is  chairman,  were  able  to  fix  upon  Sunday,  the 
27th  February,  as  the  date  for  simultaneous  collections,  they 
having  received  promises  of  co-operation  on  that  day  from 
nearly  200  churches  and  chapels,  while  some  40  other  places 
of  worship  signified  their  intention  to  make  collections  at 
subsequent  periods  for  the  general  fund. 

We  have  a  list  before  us  of  the  contributing  places  of 
worship  on  this  the  first  of  what,  we  trust,  will  be  a  long 
series  of  “  Hospital  Sundays  ”  in  Manchester,  and  the  total 
amount  resulting  therefrom  is  £4,117.  14s.  7d.  All  sects  and 
denominations  of  religious  profession  are  represented  there, 
with  the  happy  catholicity  that  has  distinguished  the 
Birmingham.  “  Hospital  Sunday  ”  list  •  and  we  learn  from  an 
obliging  correspondent  that  the  distribution  of  the  funds  will 
follow  the  same  excellent  model,  the  whole  of  the  medical 
charities  of  the  town  getting  a  share.  The  sums  yet  to  come 
in  from  congregations  whose  offerings  will  be  made  subse- 
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quently  will  probably  bring  the  aggregate  amount  up  to 
nearly  <£5,000  ;  and  although,  relatively  to  the  population  of 
the  two  places,  Birmingham  makes  a  higher  return,  yet,  con¬ 
sidering  the  short  time  allowed  to  elapse  between  entertaining 
the  idea  and  putting  it  into  action,  we  feel  that  Manchester  is 
to  be  congratulated  unreservedly  on  the  promptitude  and 
liberality  which  have  marked  its  adhesion  to  the  cause  of 
“  Hospital  Sunday.” 


MEM. 

The  total  amount  collected  at  Manchester  exceeded  £5,000,  and 


£4,500  was  distributed  as  follows  : 

Royal  Infirmary  . £1,575  0  0 

Salford  and  Pendleton  Dispensary  .  742  10  0 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital .  391  10  0 

Eye  Hospital . .  292  10  0 

Children’s  Hospital  .  270  0  0 

Clinical  Hospital  . 247  10  0 

Barnes’  Convalescent  Home  .  225  0  0 

Lock  Hospital  .  157  10  0 

Nurse’s  Training  Institution  .  112  10  0 

Southern  Hospital  .  90  0  0 

Chorlton-upon-Medlock  Dispensary .  90  0  0 

Ardwick  and  Ancoats  Dispensary .  117  0  0 

Hulme  Dispensary  .  67  10  0 

Ear  Infirmary  .  31  10  0 

Homoeopathic  Institution  .  31  10  0 

Homoeopathic  Hospital  .  58  10  0 


£4,500  0  0 


19th  March,  1870. 

We  are  informed  that  at  Chesterfield  a  meeting  has 
lately  been  held  of  the  clergy  and  ministers  of  religion,  at 
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which  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  appoint  the  third 
Sunday  in  J anuary  every  year  for  congregational  collections, 
in  aid  of  the  Chesterfield  and  North  Derbyshire  Hospital. 

At  Carlisle  a  public  meeting  was  held  last  week,  when  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  collections  on  the  third  Sunday  in  May  next.  The 
committee  has  for  its  chairman  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  its 
secretary  is  Dr.  Henry  Barnes,  and  there  are  two  representa¬ 
tives,  one  medical  and  one  non-medical,  for  each  of  the  partici¬ 
pating  charities.  It  was  at  first  intended  that  the  plan  should 
be  limited  to  Carlisle  and  its  neighbourhood,  but  the  cordial 
support  of  ministers  of  religion  outside  the  city  has  led  to  the 

extension  of  the  plan,  so  as  to  include  the  congregations  and 

•  •  *  • 

the  charities  of  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland.  “  Hospital 

Sunday,”  then,  will  be  a  county  institution  in  these  two 
northern  shires,  and  we  can  but  hope  that  their  good  example 
will  be  followed  in  counties  nearer  home.  Perhaps  it  would 
be  if  any  of  our  southern  bishops  were  actuated  by  those 
feelings  which  have  prompted  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle  to 
identify  himself  with  the  movement. 


